Teen faces adult charge in attack 

A pair of 10-year-olds accused of beating a homeless man in Volusia will 

be tried in juvenile court.
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A 17-year-old accused in the brutal attack on a homeless Daytona Beach 

man will be charged as an adult, prosecutors said Friday.

But the two 10-year-old boys who police say also were involved -- one of 

whom may have dropped a cinder block on the man's face -- will be tried 

in juvenile court, State Attorney John Tanner said.

All three are charged with felony aggravated battery, but the boys are 

too young under Florida law to be tried as adults under these 

circumstances, he said.

However, Tanner said prosecutors will fight to keep the boys in state 

custody when the case heads back to court next week, saying the 

youngsters are a threat to public safety.

The boys are being held at a juvenile-detention center in Daytona Beach, 

where they were taken after their arrest earlier this week.

"We don't want to release them and see them attacking somebody else 

tomorrow night," Tanner said.

If the boys are kept in state custody, they will remain at a juvenile 

facility. Tanner, however, said he will ask a judge to move Jeremy 

Woods, 17, to an adult jail.

The boys and Woods are accused of stoning and beating transient John 

D'Amico, who suffered a serious head wound when one of the boys slammed 

a concrete block into his face, police said.

The three are scheduled to appear in court Tuesday for a hearing to 

determine whether they should be kept at the detention center or 

released to their parents' custody.

But Tanner said he doubted the boys' parents would provide adequate 

supervision. The attack occurred about 8:30 p.m. on a school night, when 

the boys were riding bikes alone, he said.

"It's unthinkable to us that a 10-year-old is acting out this way," he 

said. "There is something wrong here. It's extremely dangerous for the 

public."

He compared the attack on D'Amico to a gang assault.

"Even if they are not a formal gang, they attacked someone as a group, 

and they are equally responsible for the consequences," Tanner said.

For the young boys, he said, "We will seek severe sanctions, including a 

lengthy stay in a juvenile-detention center."

Prosecuting the youngsters, however, is likely to be a complicated 

endeavor, juvenile-justice experts said.

Because of their age, the boys may not understand the charges against 

them, said Kate Federle, a law professor at Ohio State University and 

director of the Justice for Children Project.

The court will likely get other agencies, such as the Department of 

Children & Families, to investigate their home lives and experts to 

assess the boys' comprehension levels, she said.

"These kids are really at a very different developmental age than kids 

even a little older than they are, which raises questions about their 

ability to understand what is happening to them," she said. "Everything 

they do or say, such as their statements to police, one might have to 

look at with considerable suspicion."

Officials also should focus as much as possible on helping the boys, not 

just on punishment, said Nancy Gannon-Hornberger, executive director of 

the Coalition for Juvenile Justice in Washington, D.C.

Rehabilitation could include family therapy, anger management and 

individual counseling, she said.

Children who have been involved in violent crimes can change, said 

Kathryn Seifert, a Maryland psychologist who studies violence among 

children.

But other cases show that recovery requires structured environments, 

strong role models and intensive therapy, she said.

"Given time, attention and affection, and somebody to teach them the 

rules of society, they can be turned around," she said.
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